
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

“Abstracting the Landscape” 
Barbara Danser 

Saturday & Sunday—April 9 & 10, 2016 
10:00 - 4:00 

Stone Arch Village Community Room,  835 Court Street, Keene, NH 
 

Class description:  Would you like to contemporize your painting vision and skills? This is a class for 
artists who would like to expand beyond traditionalism and realism.  
 

Instruction in this class will not seek to replace each artist’s traditional way of painting, but will add 
new dimensions to the way that an artist approaches the subject, both in vision and in paint applica-
tion. Metaphorical responses will be emphasized, enhancing an artist’s freedom and emotions in and 
sensitivity to the landscape, which will result in creative visions and innovative painting techniques.  
 

Classes will be held in the studio, where individual attention will be given to maintain and encour-
age individual vision and style. Daily sessions will end with a gentle group critique. Oil, pastel and 
water media artists of all levels are welcome. Limit 8 students 

 
Definitions of Abstraction 
 
Abstraction (from the Latin abs, meaning away from and trahere, meaning to draw) is the process of taking away or removing characteristics 
from something in order to reduce it to a set of essential characteristics.  Simplify. 
 

Abstraction or abstract art refers to art unconcerned with the literal depiction of things from the visible world. It can, however, refer to an 
object or image which has been distilled from the real world, or indeed, another work of art.   In this workshop we will do both.  
 

Artwork that reshapes the natural world for expressive purposes is called abstract. Self-expression, feelings, metaphorical approach. 
 

Objective Abstraction in art indicates a depar ture from r eality in the depiction of a subject. This depar ture from accurate represen-
tation can be only slight, or it can be partial, or it can be complete. Abstraction exists along a continuum.   Variety in Abstraction. 
 

Artwork which takes liberties, for instance altering color and form in ways that are conspicuous, can be said to be partially abstract.  
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image


 

 

Please make your check payable to:  Monadnock Area Artists Association 
Please mail your registration form and check before March 27, 2016  to: 

 
Monadnock Area Artists Association,  

c/o C. Corliss, 25 Phillip Drive, Spofford, NH  03462 
A confirmation will be sent via email, so please print clearly. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Carol at pastels@tpdi.biz or 603-363-4205. 

 
The registration fee for this workshop is $125 for MAAA members and $150 for non-members.    
Your dues must be paid for the current membership year in order to receive the member rate.   

This fee is non-refundable unless the minimum number of students is not met.    
 
 

————————————————————————————————————————— 
Registration Form:   

Barbara Danser—Abstracting the Landscape 
April 9 & 10, 2016, 10:00 - 4:00 

 
Name ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________City_______________________State_____ 
 
Phone _________________________Email _______________________________________ 

Please print clearly                                   Used to send confirmation & material list 
 

$125 members                                         $150 non-members 
 
 
 

For MAAA use:                 Check #:__________   Amt. Pd.:_________ 



 

 

Abstracting the Landscape – What to bring to class 
 

Two (2) works that you have painted in recent years and that you like – framed or unframed. 
 

Photos of landscapes that you would like to paint. 
 

For Preliminary Sketches: Sketch pads for pencil, drawing pencils and an eraser and/or 
sketch pads for charcoal, charcoal sticks and charcoal eraser. 
 

For Painted Sketches: One or more of the following, depending on your choice of medium/s: 
Small canvas boards or mounted papers, if painting in acrylic or oil. 
Small watercolor block or mounted watercolor papers, if painting in watercolor. 
Small mounted pastel papers, if painting in pastel. 
 

For Final Paintings: Canvas, blocks and mounted paper in the sizes that you plan to use.  You 
may work on as many as 8 paintings during the workshop. 
 

Paints, odor-free turpentine, Liquin and other mediums, brushes and palette knives, etc. 
 

Landscape easel (available at Ocean State Job Lots). 
 

Necessary painting supplies for the landscape, such as water containers, masking tape, quali-
ty paper towels, plastic grocery bag for disposal, bug juice, etc. 
 

Lunch, snacks, drinks and plenty of bottled water. 
 
Optional:  portable light, preferably battery operated so we don’t have cords.  You can find 
them on Amazon for under $20. 
 

A desire for freedom to explore and a sense of humor. 



 

 


