
 
Early Spring 2012 

MAAA News 
EXHIBITS COMMITTEE NEWS 
By Gill Truslow 
 
Spring is knocking on the door, and I am sure that 
we are all itching to soak up the sun, to pack up our 
plein air gear and to paint or photograph those 
wonderful shades of yellows and green or the first 
flowers that grace our gardens. When doing so, 
why don’t you try working small for our… 
 
2012 Members Small Works Show 
May 4th - 31st 
The Works Bakery Café 
120 Main St., Keene 
Opening Reception, Thursday, May 3rd, 7-8:30 
 
Due to the size of the space, this show can only 
accommodate the first 50 members who apply to 
exhibit one small gem of a piece no larger than  
10” x 13” wide, including the frame. 
 
Our work will get good exposure there, and we will 
not be required to gallery-sit. The Works will 
receive 10% of any piece you sell. If you have not 
received an application by e-mail, please call Gill 
Truslow so that she may send you one:  
603-357-4382 
Volunteers will be needed for receiving, hanging 
the show, refreshments, and take down/pick up. 
 
Outreach Exhibit Opportunities 
 
Monthly exhibit spaces are available for 2012 at the 
following locations. Please contact the outreach 
coordinators to schedule a time to show your work: 

 
City Hall - Keene  
Contact - Stephanie Tickner stickner@antioch.edu 
April, June, August & September 
 
People’s Bank – Chesterfield  
Contact – Mindy Cambiar 
mindy@cambiarphotography.com 
May, September, November 
 
People’s Bank - Keene  
Contact - Dawn Kopczynski 
dawnko9pczynski@gmail.com 
August, September, October, December 
 
News regarding exhibiting at the Colony Mill: 
 
Although we had recently hoped to use the walls in 
the downstairs hallway for ongoing exhibits, we 
learned that only one store stays open in the 
evening, which means that our work would be too 
vulnerable to theft. 
 
Using a storefront was also being discussed with 
KeyPoint Partners, but this fell through because the 
Mill is up for sale, and management cannot commit 
in advance to our using space. The cost has also 
become prohibitive. We are all very disappointed 
and miss being able to exhibit in what once was a 
thriving center for business and the community. 
 
ART IN THE PARK 
Labor Day Weekend 
Sept. 1st and 2nd 
 

        
 
Applications have already been sent to past 
participants and members. The form has also been 
posted on our website for those of you who might  
 



Art in the Park continued…. 
not have received one. Registrations are starting to 
fill our mailbox, so if you want to reserve your  
same tent space, remember to get yours in by May 
18th.   Questions? Call Gill Truslow 357-4382 
 
NOTES FROM OUR MEMBERS MEETING 
March 10th, at Heberton Hall 
Excerpts from minutes by Anne Ward 
 
Anne Ward reported on the Artists & Artisan 
Business Need Forum that she attended on March 
9th. Artisans from a range of disciplines were 
represented as well as providers/supporters from 
organizations including SCORE, Arts Alive, the 
Walpole Artists’ Tour, the NH Council for the Arts, 
and Hannah Grimes. The primary question under 
discussion was “What do you need to be successful 
as an artisan business?” Much discussion 
followed—many cited a need for studio, exhibit 
and sales space,  business/financial advice, and 
marketing assistance/venues.The following 
informations was provided and may be of interest 
to you: 

• March 28th workshop at the Savings Bank 
of Walpole “Social Media: A Fun Way to 
Find More Customers”  - Free.  For more 
information go to: 
www.monadnockscore.org/ 

• NH	  Council	  on	  the	  Arts—2	  free	  workshops	  	  

1. April 27th  - “The Profitable Artist” 
2. May 23rd – Using Social Media check 

website for info. www.nh.gov/nharts/ 
• Brattleboro Museum is considering doing a 

biennial regional juried show. 
• “Artisan Newsletter” from Hannah Grimes 

contact www.hannahgrimes.com for 
information 

 
Alicia Drakiotes provided information about the 
project called “64 Miles, the Ashuelot River”. 
This initiative, which will culminate in 2013, is a 
multi-faceted collaboration between Bob Johnson’s 
photography, the  Historical Society of Cheshire 
County, experts on the history of the river and it’s 
ecology, and, most importantly, an exhibit of juried 
artwork to be shown at the Historical Society. 
Artists are encouraged to create work from  
different parts of the river, reflecting different 
seasons. For more information go to: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/64-
Miles/217484734961370 
 

       
Lower Ashuelot in Swanzey – G. Truslow 

 
Interpretations of Mike Miller’s Challenge 
photo: 
 
This really was a challenge because the photo was 
already so beautiful.  Most chose to stay true to the 
image with slight  variations from the reference 
photo, using several different media. 
 

         
	  

• Gill	   Truslow—pastel	   –	   tried	   watercolor	  
underpainting,	  enhanced	  warmth	  in	  mountain	  

• Alicia	  Drakiotes—oil	  –	  true	  	  colors	  

• Sandy	  Gemmell	  –	  oil	  –	  added	  texture	  and	  	  
• Roberta	   Batchelder—oil	   –	   color	   variations,	  

changed	  roof	  line,	  	  added	  windows	  

• Maria	   Bergeron—oil	   -‐	   	   added	   road,	   fence	   and	  
pine	  tree	  

• Carol	  Corliss—pastel	  –work	  in	  progress	  

• Anne	   Ward	   –	   1)	   pastel	   –	   simplified	   shapes,	  
analogous	   scheme:	   2)	   acrylic	   -‐	   	   kept	   to	   the	  
image	  –	  true	  likeness 

 



Presentation: Nicole Caulfield - Colored Pencil  
 

Nicole works exclusively in colored pencil—and 
almost exclusively on still life and portraiture. She 
uses different materials and techniques for each 
type of subject. She always works from photos for 
either type of subject. 

 
For Still Lifes, Nicole uses: 
 

 
• Ampersand	  Pastelboard	  OR	  

• Fisher	  400	  paper	  (made	  by	  Tim	  Fisher	  in	  
England).	  This	  is	  a	  sanded	  paper,	  that	  she	  has	  
mounted	  onto	  Gatorboard	  

• Derwent	  Coloursoft	  pencils	  
• Kamar	  Varnish	  spray	  (any	  brand	  of	  non-‐

yellowing	  spray—she	  uses	  Krylon)	  

 
Use the finer grit of Pastelboard if the image is to 
be reproduced—otherwise photo looks too grainy. 
Gray and tan Pastelboard are her favorites.  
 
Put in the darker colors first—then lighter, and 
local colors on tip. The amount of white in a color 
determines its opacity. For light colors like 
yellow—the pencils have no white, put white down 
first, then yellow on top—yellows are not opaque 
enough to put over darker areas. 
 
    

 
For Portraits, she uses: 
 

• Fisher	  400	  paper	  mounted	  onto	  Gatorboard	  

• Faber	  Castell	  Polychromos	  pencils	  
• NO	  VARNISH	  ON	  POLYCHROMOS!	  

	  

Nicole finds that The Faber Polychromos colors are 
more muted than some. These pencils behave a 
little like pastels, in that they can be blended or 
smudged a little on sanded paper – fingers are the 
best tools for this. 
 

 
 
Basic colors for skin tones/faces are: white, ivory, 
light flesh, cinnamon, Pompeian red, burnt umber, 
and black. She outlines in cinnamon and uses it for 
preliminary shadows. She does a sort of “grisaille”, 
and then layers colors over. Ivory is used for 
highlights. She uses burnt umber for eyelashes—
“sort of a caterpillar shape”, and then breaks it up 
with negative space. A little burnt umber in the 
pupil warms it up. Use cinnamon and gray in the 
eye white, then white. 
 

 
To “knock back” a color that is too bright, use its 
complement in the same value. 
 
Other Supplies: 
 



• For	  erasing/picking	  up	  color—Sticky	  Tac	  or	  
Poster	  Putty	  

• An	  electric	  pencil	  sharpener	  

 
She recommends the book “Color” by Betty 
Edwards” for thinking about color in a simple way. 
 
WORKSHOPS IN 2012 
Most  workshops are held on Saturdays at the 
Salvation Army, 15 Roxbury Plaza, Keene, NH 
 
April 14th – Perspective drawing with Robert 
Seaman. “The focus is definitely on the way we 
actually see things out there in visual space, recognizing 
3-dimensional ‘depth clues’ and exploring the 
techniques for recreating them in two dimensions.”  
              

               
          Beach Sculpture  Robert Seaman 
 
Summer Plein Air Series - Peter Granucci, Wed. 
evenings focusing  on water 
           

            
     Old Stone Bridge detail Peter Granucci 
 
May 19th – Charcoal Portraiture with Aline 
Ordman. Aline has won many awards in both 

pastel and oil.  

                    
                      John Aline Ordman 
 
September 29th – Robert O’Brien will be teaching 
landscapes in watercolor.  
 

            
  Sugarbush Robert O’Brien 
 
Nov. 17th - well-known pastelist, Donna Rosetti 
Bailey, will show us how to do night scenes in 
pastel.   

                             
              Marsh Ribbon Donna Rosetti Bailey 
 
Workshop possibilities for 2013:  
 
Bob Askey - Pen & Ink 
Nicole Caulfield - Colored Pencil 
Monique Sakellarios – Oils 
Photographing your work 
Abstract painting 
 
We welcome your suggestions! 



Be sure to check the e-news and our website 
(www.monadnockareaartists.org) for more detailed 
workshop information and registration forms.  You 
may also e-mail or call Carol (pastels@tpdi.biz) 
603-363-4205 to be put on a sign-up sheet.  Happy 
Painting!!     
 
IN MEMORY OF…. 
By Gill Truslow 
 
Those of us who have been part of the association 
for quite a while will remember with fondness three 
of our members who have passed away in the past 
few months: Nan Durling, Norman Letourneau and 
Joyce Paradis.  They will all be missed. 
 
Nan Durling was a delightful person, a fine pastel 
painter and active member of our association, as 
well as the Pastel Society of New Hampshire and 
the Saxton’s River Art Guild. She often helped with 
refreshments at our member meetings, was an 
ongoing member of the Thursday painting group at 
Heberton Hall, and one of the participating artists 
at our annual Art in the Park.  
 

               
 
Norman (Nonny) Letourneau passed away 
recently after battling cancer.  His daughter told me 
that all of his family was with him when he died 
peacefully. Norman was an avid, prolific 
photographer who loved to capture the essence of 
the Monadnock Region in his many images. He 
exhibited at all of our outreach locations as well as 
other venues, wherever wall space was available,  
 
 
 
 

and was a long time participant in Art in the Park, 
accompanied and supported by his wife, Mary. 
 

                  
                 Monadnock Summer – Nonny 
 
Joyce Paradis was a very active member, always 
attending member meetings, taking on the 
Challenge Photos and exhibiting at the Colony 
Mill. The painting below was the first to greet 
visitors to last years Spring Member’s show, and 
everyone commented on how it glowed. 
 
 

  
painting  by Joyce Paradis 

 

 

 



ART TIPS FROM OUR MEMBERS 

Drawing Skills 
Participate in regular life drawing classes. Use a 
variety of mediums and papers. I use some form of 
pencil/crayon for short poses and move to 
watercolor for longer poses. Attend as often as fits 
your budget and schedule; for me that's twice a 
month.  

Drawing on a regular basis really sharpens both 
your eye and your memory. And working under a 
clock really forces you to get out of the deliberative 
mode and into the action mode. Joe B. 

Paint brushes 
If you want good brushes made in the USA, sold 
directly from the factory, try www.trekell.com and 
you can use the word “mcgraw” in the discount 
code and get 10% off your order. The site lso has a 
video on how to clean brushes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Monadnock Area Artists Association 
P.O. Box 864 
Keene, NH 03431 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brush Cleaning Tips 
For those painters who may occasionally find 
themselves with a hardened brush due to improper 
cleaning - or distraction, this works for both acrylic 
and oil mediums! Take the problem brush which 
may be embedded with hardened paint and 
submerge it in Murphy's Oil Soap straight out of 
the bottle (pour it into a jar which allows the 
bristles and ferrule to be submerged) let sit for 2-3 
days and then check it.  
 
The bristles should be free to clean with gentle 
massaging with the Murphy's soap. Rinse in warm 
water and dry or return to the Murphy's Oil, soak 
for a few more days, then repeat the cleaning and 
rinsing process. In the end, your brush will be clean 
and your bristles soft and conditioned. This will 
leave you with more money for paint - now that 
you will not have to replace that brush!   Alicia D. 

 
 


